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What do we know about race & 
ethnicity?

● Race is . . .

● Race isn't . . .



  

Social Construct vs. Social Fact

Cornel West

“Categories are 
constructed. Scars 
and bruises are felt 
with human bodies, 
some of which end 
up in coffins. 

Death is not a 
construct.”



Things correlated with race

• Class

• Wealth & Income

• Employment opportunities

• Housing 

• Criminal justice
•  Traffic stops →  death penalty

•  WI: highest rate of black male incarceration



Things correlated with race

• Health outcomes  

•  High blood pressure
•  Quality of healthcare

• Cancer, heart disease, HIV, measures of mental 
health

•  Medical interventions, including limb amputation
•  Psychological distress
•  “compromised immunity”

• History of physical disease
• Frequency of common cold

This is why race and stratified power matter!



  

Ethnicity

Symbolic Ethnicity 
when is it convenient to be claim ethnicity?

 
Situational Ethnicity

white ethnics! Optional ethnicity

Middle of March? Oh Yeah!!

Big Irish Election? Meh.



  

Optional Ethnicity



  

What do the theories say?



  

Insider / Outsider Activity



  

Break!



  

Miscegenation / Race-Mixing

● Why was this targeted or fixated upon in the antebellum 
South and under Jim Crow?

● Loving v. Virginia (1967)

● Outlawed under Apartheid in South Africa, too!

● https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=zRXuCY7tRgk  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=zRXuCY7tRgk


  

Disparities

● Health
● Income
● Education
● Values? No.

See pg. 230



  



  

Why the disparities matter

● Surviving Year One

● http://www.pbs.org/video/2365368368/ 

http://www.pbs.org/video/2365368368/


  

Assimilation vs. Pluralism

Does this work?

Racial vs. Cultural    
Assimilation



What affects assimilation?

1. Manner of Entrance

2. Timing of Entrance

3. Demographic Factors

4. Cultural Similarity

5. Visibility



  

Challenges to Pluralism

Multiculturalism and Preserving One’s Culture is Huge

Protective effects, too



  

Genocide and Population Transfer

● Internment Camps
● Holocaust
● Rwandan Genocide
● Trail of Tears



  

More Changes 
Coming

● How do you think 
America will adapt to 
our evolving 
demographics?



  

For Next Week

● Read Real World Ch 9: Gender & Sexuality
– Take Ch 9 Quiz by class time

● Read Gang Leader for a Day ch 5-6
– Take Reading Quiz by class time

● Paper 2 is due Wednesday November 30th

Happy Thanksgiving!
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